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(54) Title: OVERVOLTAGE PROTECTION DEVICE WITH IMPROVED FOLLOW CURRENT INTERRUPTING CAPACITY 
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(57) Abstract: The invention relates 
to a device (1) which is used to 
protect electrical equipment against 
transient overvoltages, comprising (i) 
a spark gap having an intrinsic follow 
current interrupting capacity and (ii) an 
element (5) for improving the follow 
current interrupting power, which 
co-operates with the spark gap (2) 
such that the resulting follow current 
interrupting capacity of the protective 
device (1) is essentially greater than 
the aforementioned intrinsic capacity. 
The invention is characterised in that, 
when the equipment has a suspected 
short-circuit current that exceeds the 
intrinsic interrupting capacity of the 
spark gap (2), the improving element 
(5) comprises a means (6) for limiting 
the intensity of the electric current that 
can pass through the spark gap (2), said 
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^ limiting means (6) being specifically designed and mounted in relation to the spark gap (2) in order to limit the intensity of the 
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follow current, such that the follow current can be interrupted thanks to the intrinsic follow current interrupting capacity of the 
spark gap (2). The invention is suitable for overvoltage protection devices. 



(57) Abrege : Llnvention concerne un dispositif de protection (1) d'equipement electrique contre des surtensions transitoires com- 
prenant d'une part un eclateur (2) presentant une capacite intrinseque de coupure de courant de suite et d'autre part un organe d'am£- 
lioration (5) du pouvoir de coupure de courant de suite qui coopere avec reclateur (2) de facon a ce que le dispositif de protection 
(1) pnSsente une capacite resultante de coupure de courant de suite qui soit sensiblement superieure a ladite capacite" intrinseque, ca- 
racteris6 en ce que, Tequipement presentant un courant de court -circuit presume qui depasse ladite capacite" intrinseque de coupure 
fs| de Teclateur (2), l'organe d* amelioration (5) comprend un moyen de limitation (6) de rintensite du courant electrique susceptible de 

O traverser Teclateur (2), ledit moyen de limitation (6) 6tant specifiquement con9u et mont6 relativement a reclateur (2) pour limiter 
rintensite du courant de suite de telle sorte que ledit courant de suite 
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puisse etre coupe grace a la seule capacity intrinseque de coupure de courant de suite de Teclateur (2). Dispositifs de protection 
contre des surtensions. 



